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Greetings

ASHEVILLE AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL
and
IIOUNTAIN SANITARIUM :
Vals I, Noy, ¥ December 1935

-~ GREETINGS -
Dear Friends:

As this number of our little sheet goes out, the holiday season
is drawing near. To many of your homes will come a boy or girl who
ties you to us with a strong yet tender cord. They will have much to
tell you of the séhoul, 1te 1ife and sctivities.

Another year is drawing to its close. It has been such a good
old year that we are almost sorry to see it go. It has brought us,
1t seems, more than our share of good, We hope that for you too it
has brought success, abundant opportunity, and satisfaction, We have
appreciated the occasional messages we have had from you, your inter-
est in our work, the encouragement, and the friendship you so gener-
ously offered.

Cur News Letter will find you at this holiday season in many
places of the United States; one even jjoes to a foreign land, Where-
cver 1t may find you, in cold New England or 'in the sunshine of Cali-
fornia or Florida, it carries from our Southern hillsides, bright with
holly, and other Christmas greens, our warmest grectings and sincere
good wishes for the New Year,
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OUR STUDENTS

To hear from students who have been with us in days gone by is
one of our great pleasures. We think they must gather inspiration
from the medical atmospherc of our place, for many are now in training,
while a number have already graduated from schools of nursing. From
Charleston, South Carolina, we hear from Julla Pendarvis, one of our
very earliest students, who is now nursing in the city. It has been
many years since Irma Johnson was our student. She graduated a year
ago. Shc still remembers once in a while to send a grecting from Los
Angeles, California, Forrest Port was graduated last year from Takoma
Hospital, Greeneville, Tenncssec, where he is now stiplayed. In the
senior class of the present year at Grecneville arc two of our girlis,
sarah Williams, and Cordie Brizendine. Eva Bliss will graduate at
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, this year. Edna Rentfro finished her training at
iladison this year. In our own scnior nurses' class we have Hovella
Orenduff; while two of our girls, Nina Trivett and Ruth Ray, have cn-
tered this year.

Florence Hudson writes from Washington, D, Ce, that she is en-
joying her year of pre-nursing work in college. Dorothy Case is
teaching at Albemarle, N. C. Yvonne Rumley, Harland Lewls, and
Kenneth Case are in college at iladison, Tennessee.

We have one student, James C, Trivett, taking second year work
in Atlanta Dental College. The splendid reports we hear of him do not
surprise us in the least., We "knew it all the time."

Our News Letter comes to you from the capable hands of our steno-
grapher, Ella Pendarvis, of our own group of workers., Others of our
young people, we are sure, are doing worth while things, and we would
like to hear from them. Perhaps they will write us a line.

From Plainfield, New Jersey, comes a characteristic message from
Thelma Jean Witt, "When I have nothing more to look forward ees o F
shall always have something to look back upon-~Fletcher."

THANKSGIVING DAY

The first sounds of Thanksgiving morning were rain pattering on
the tin roof of Rumbough Hall, dismal pouring rain. And this was the
day we were supposed to be thankful! We hurried to the kitchen to
get breakfast, only to find that the electricity was off. Then the
breakfast cooks did feel like Puritan maidens, as they hunted up a
kerosene lantern, and cooked breakfast by ite lights They almost
dreaded to see the disappointed crowd that would come for breakfast,

But strange to say, everyone seemed heppy, and even thankful in spite
of the reailn,

Over at the chapel we were led in a Thanksgiving service by Dr,
Bliss, and then how we did work preparing our Thanksgiving feast.

lirs. Bliss, Mrs. Brownsberger and ilrs. Jasperson proved that too many
gooks do not spell $he bieth if they are good cooks. Mr., Gilman
brought into the dining room painted reminders of the ilay Flower days,
and we were a very happy family that gathered for dinner.

Nor were the poor forgotten. During the morning a number of
students were busy collecting food and preparing baskets to be taken



to needy neighbors.,

And eéan you believe 1t? By the time the dishes were washed, the
sun wae shining, and here came Ilir, Youngblood with his big truck to
take us all up to Pisgah Forest. First we hiked around the lake, and
then played games until almost dark, Riding home through the chilly
Thanksgiving air, we forgot all about our good dinner, and developed
a real appetite for the hot supper which llrs. Smith had prepared.
Very welcome it was to a group of tired, ungry boys and girls.

The day would not have bocn complete without an evening in the
chapecl, where Miss Ambs, Miss Rogers, and IMiss Hansen had prepared a
splendid pregham. Yer, they were 2ll there, Governor Dradiord, John
and Prieilla Alden, }Mlles Standish, and llassasoit. It was a happy
Thanksgiving.

-=lary Donovan

THANK YOU

Last month we Bold our readers about our library, and gave a
list of books we nceded. Wo appreciasted the boautiful copy of Little
America that lr. Bert Boyd sent us. Our thanks also go to Miss Mary
iloore for Pilgrim's Progress and The Blue Flower, and to lfrs. Hon for
a glift of money. From our neighbors, Mr. and HMrs. Charlea Lance, at
Fletcher, came an unusually interesting copy of Pilgrim's Progress,
an English edition. We appreciate deeply the gift of a dictionary of
musical terms, which comes to us through Ifrs. Snow from the library
of her sister, our dear old friend, iliss Ida V, Owen, now deceased.
To you all we send our thanks, Our list of needed books at present
is as follows! ‘

Hane dellelly Bible 483088 4 & & » & B8
LEbine if Dhe DAL . § « 4 & % % D00
5o e SRR SN R R
fasrlarche ol Frophete o & ot s o 2a0D
The Dutberfly Book » Hslland . . . B.0O
Frodlens ol DREloenghlpe s & & 3 %0200
the Hilitop on the Maene o« « % « 1480
With brenfell on the Labrudor o 5 2250
llodern Wondex TWopkels. & & & v & w0
Temaw ety Poeme v s e et R R o ane
Eiovory of Nupslng, £ Velwiy ¥ % & Tal0

We were a little disappointed.not to hear from the parents of
any of our students. We note that in some cities the librarians sug-
gest that their friends send the library a book for Christmas. We
pass the suggestion alonge.

PROFESSOR NILSON VISITS US

Last month the school enjoyed its first visit from Professor and
ilrs, W. E. Nelson from the Educational Department of the General Con-
ference. Professor Nelson was assiged in his work of inspecting the
gschool by Professor John E., Weaver of the Union Educational Department.
Both men spoke to the students while here. We appreciated this visit
from these two educational leaders.
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A FARII BOY SPEAKS

The agricultural department of our school is divided into three
main divisions--the farm, the garden and the fruit. These departments
furnigh work for several of the boys to earn their way in school, while
growing a large part of the food for the sanitarium and school.

Vegetables grown in the garden are seen on the table almost every
day of the year. Even as late as the present date we have one or two
fresh vegetables served each day. In the summer months the garden
nearly furnishes our living; besides, there are large quantities of
beans, greens, and tomatoes canned for the winter's use. Some vegeta-
bles are even now being stored away for the coming cold months, tur-
nips, sweet potatoes, celery, cabbage, and carrots, We usually make
two or three bearrels of sauver kraut,

The dalry produces sufficient milk and cream for both the school
and sanitarium. On the farm, feed is grown for the dairy herd and
three teams. DBesldes the food produced by the farm for the animals,
we grew this summer about three hundred bushels of potatoes and a
large amount of corn., Ve furnished two hundred ears of corn to the
school kitchen each day, and a few thousand ears that were dried.

The fruit department furnishes a good supply of fruit., We have
more than an acre of strawberries and some raspberries, as well as
apples, grapes, and pears.

) --Silas Fox

ENG AT WHITE COAK BARK

Every student is very happy when the announcement is made that we
are all invited Lo spend Lhe ovening abt White Dak Park., This i a
bedutiful spot on our owvn place, fenced in and set aside as a play-
ground. ek
All the students go, unless there is some sickness or definite
work that necds to be done. Although many of them arc very tired
after a long day's work, they all take part and have a very good time,
Under the trees we play old-fashioned games, and have a jolly time.
Then we gather around the camp fire that has given us light for our
play. Sometimes we sing our school song and other songs; sometimcs
we toast marshmallows; onc thing that secems to interest us most ig for
gsomecone to read us a good story.

-=Guthric Gray

WEEK OF PRAYER

The Wogk of Prayer Just past was & time of spiritual cnjoyment
and growth in our school family. Aside from a visit from Elder
Whepley from Pisgah, whose talk on "The heavens declare the gloey of
God" was much appreciated, we had no outside help. But we did enjoy
having our own Elder Sholdon at home for a whole weck. Many cxprecs-
sions of students and workers indicatc that it has been a blesscd sea-
gon.

HMUSIC IN THE AIR
There recally is music in the air with Iiiss Rogers! thirty students
practicing. At prescnt, it seoms, they arc working extra hard, Recit-
S48 must e coming,
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COAL ON TRACK

"Carload of coal on the track!" Nothing they hear over brings
groater pleasurc to our boys than this announcemcnt. It is always a
challenge to sce how soon they can unlogd it. Let once the word be
given, and boforc we know what is happening, trucks and tcams arec on
the road, and the boys arc black and happy. And the matron and kit-
chen girls had botter be busy.

MORE THAN A NURSE

Buzz--buzz-z-z-z-z broaks the silencc of the night. A weary
nurse, arouscd by the ring, turns in her bed~--perhaps she was only
drcaming. But just as shc socttles far anothor wintor's nap she hears
the ring, distincetly dialed this time, and in no uncertailn toncs=—-
yes, it is her call to service. Enthusiastically she bounds out of
bed, oven though she has been therc only a fow short hours, and even
though the day had been hard with much to perplox and try her. B8he
knows she is nceded and so she is willing.

"ifiss Blank, como on duty as soon as possible, please.”" A cheor-~
ful voice answors that she "will be thore". :

Hurrledly she gets into her student uniform of stripes and spot=
loss white apron. As she pins the bit of stiff white to her auburn
brown hair, she wonders what the cmergency is. Giving & last lock st
her slecping room matce, she almost cnvics her., But as she steps into
the night and is stimulated by the briskness of the winter air, her
gsoul thrills, Yes, she is glad she is abls to serve, and she reflects
as she makes her way toward the Sanitarium how much more effective is
willing and loving service,

The doctor is there ready to go when she arrives. They exchange
a few words while two bags stuffed with needed supplies are hastily
put into the waiting car. Without further delay they are gone. As
they ride along the muddy winding mountain road leading to some moun-
talneer's humble home, our nurse has time to meditate.

The past two and one half years of "training" experience has
taught her some of the ways of life. They have even changed her. She
contrasts in her mind that enthusiastic overly curious and equally
eager girl who presented herself just two and one half years ago with
the woman which she now is.

A storm of questions besiege her mind, Why had she chosen her
work? How had she become so changed? The change had been gradual,
With each day's program crowded so full of work and study, it had come
unaware. oShe found the real answer after a hasty review of some of
the experiences through which she had passed and had shapred with oth-
ers. There had been the times when she had placed the pink and rosy
newborn babe in its mother's arms for the first time; times when after
putting forth every effort, she had had to stand helplessly by and see
dcath claim her patient; therc had boen those who trusted her and lean-
cd on her for strength; emergencics had comec when 1ifo hung as it werec
by a merc thread--it was thc scconds that comnted; and sometimes in
the absence of a doctor she must act quickly and intelligently~-=-oh,
ves, and those hours in which she anxlously watched her patient

through some acute illness, Then the Joy of seeing full recovery,
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These things had certalnly influenced ‘her life. A new thought occur-
ed to her; her 1life must have had some influence, too. There were
those whom she had helped to live, but had she given them anything to
live by? After all, 1ife does consist of more than being in good
health, and helping the patient live 1s more than nursing him success-
fully through illnesss This came te her with a new force. So this
tco was her task.

The car came to & stand gtill, She hesard the doctor say that
this was the place. Another place where she would contact a human
goutls With this contaet there would coms not only nursing, but the
reagpongibility of glving to this scoul something bet{lters

As they started up to the doorways, she recalled the verse of a
poerm she had in her scrap book--a picture of the nurse in heaven where
"Only the liaster shall praise us,
And only the Ilaster shall blame,
4nd ho one shall work.lopr money,
And no one sghall work for fame;
Dut eneh fop the love of ©he working,
And each in her separate star
Will see the depire 1in our patlents,
And love them for Jjust what they ares

And. so In spite of work that's hard,
it gpive of tired lest,

There's something in theat busy life,
Something that'!'s oh, so sweet,

dhnd 4f . & had ny choice again,

I still would be a nurse;

I'd take my cap and apron--

For better or for worse."

~=Novella Orenduff
TR R ICAN HIsTOI CEAES

Our limerican History class appreciates the fact that we live in
a higtorieal geetion of the Bouth. We were one of the thirteen origi-
nel stetes., There are battle fields of Revolutionary and Clvil War
fame in our state, We believe that interesting loecal hisbtory will be
losgt L& we do not Seakpslr it oubt and preserve 1.  With this 1n mind
we are cach working on a lecal reporbs

A ninety-year old Civil War veteran was interviewed by Ernest
Smith, whe wrote a vivid repdrt &f the old soldier's recollestions of
the war.

The history of our school farm is being gathered. Az students,
we are rather proud of the fact that old deeds to our school farm have
been preserved, dating back to Washington's administration., It ig ins
toresting to know that ocur dear old "Big House" will celebrate its
fiftieth birthday this coming Christmas Eve. Now I have gone and
told! ilaybe a surprise party was intended.

Students have visited 0ld Calvary, where they were interested to
find the grave of Bill MNye. One student has a complete history of the
old church. These reperts are to be collected and psserved by our
teacher in a homespun covered scrap book fer our future museum,

: ~-=Ruth Beck




